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Background and APC Reassignment Request for CPT 31647

Background

• Endobronchial Valves are implantable valves indicated for the bronchoscopic treatment of adult patients with 
hyperinflation associated with severe emphysema.  Endobronchial valves are intended to occlude airways of a 
hyperinflated lobe of the lung that is diseased with emphysema.

• CPT code 31647 is used to report the procedure of placing endobronchial valves: 
– Bronchoscopy, rigid or flexible, including fluoroscopic guidance, when performed; with balloon occlusion, when 

performed, assessment of air leak, airway sizing, and insertion of bronchial valve(s), initial lobe.

APC Reassignment Request

• Given that for years the geometric mean costs for this code significantly exceeded the geometric mean costs of 
APC 5155 in which it has been placed, this code should be reassigned to a different APC starting January 1, 2027.  
– With no higher level APC in the family that includes APC 5155, APC 1575 would be an appropriate new 

technology APC for the service, as recommended by the Panel last year.
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How Zephyr® Valves Work

Bronchoscope introduced into lungs 
of patient with diseased, hyperinflated lobe

Delivery catheter advanced into 
target lobe through bronchoscope

Valve size chosen in one-step procedure 
and delivered to seal target airway

Zephyr Valve allows trapped 
air to escape but not to re-enter

Typically 3–5 Zephyr® Valves 
delivered to fully occlude diseased lobe

Hyperinflation in target lobe is reduced, 
improving lung function and breathlessness
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From 2027 NPRM CPT Cost Stats (Proposed Rule)
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Reassignment request

• Claims data from the last 4 years indicate that the geometric mean costs for this procedure 
(CPT 31647) have been stable and significantly exceed the geometric mean costs for the APC 
in which it is placed (5155):

• CPT code 31647 should be assigned to a different APC than APC 5155 and, with no clinically 
and resource coherent alternative clinical APC, the service should be assigned to new 
technology APC 1575 (New Techology – Level 38 ($10,0001-$15,000)).   

As the Panel recommended last year, the Panel should recommend that CMS assign CPT code 
31647 to APC 1575.
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Year (OPPS rule) CPT 31647 
geometric mean costs

APC 5155 
geometric mean costs

2024 $11,824 $6,703
2025 $12,167 $7,006
2026 $11,037 $7,266
2027 $11,456 $7,778
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